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Course Description: This course meets the requirements for English 1. In this course, students continue 
to develop reading skills through structured study and independent reading of literary and informational 
texts. Through extensive reading, students will study various themes and cultural perspectives and will 
focus on reading to draw evidence from literary and informational texts in order to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. Additionally, this course will focus on the acquisition and application of skills in 
writing, speaking and listening, word study, and language. Students will produce clear and coherent 
writing that focuses on arguments to support claims and writing informatively to convey complex ideas. 
Students will participate in research that is based on focused questions and will learn how to gather 
information from and assess the credibility of both print and digital sources. Language and vocabulary 
instruction will focus on the conventions of standard American English as well as teaching students how 
language is used to convey meaning in a text. All English 1 students must take South Carolina’s 
end-of-course exam which, by state law, counts 20% of the year’s grade. 
 

I. Instructional Goals: The goals for the year are for each student to be an eager reader, a confident 
writer, an inquisitive researcher, and an improved communicator.  Specifically, students will: 

 
● read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 

specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.  
● determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details and ideas.  
● draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
● integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 

quantitatively, and orally.  
● delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the 

reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  
● demonstrate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking.  
● determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 

context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate.  

● produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

● write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 

II. Course Standards: Standards can be found at: 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/ELACommonCoreStateStandard
sDocuments.cfm 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/ELACommonCoreStateStandardsDocuments.cfm
mailto:scasey@lexrich5.org
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/ELACommonCoreStateStandardsDocuments.cfm


 
III. Textbook, Supplemental Materials, and Supplemental Reading(s): 

         Collections: Grade 9 
IV. Other Requirements:  Chrome book, three-ring binder with dividers, loose-leaf notebook paper, 

#2 pencils, blue/black ink pens. 
 

V. Instructional Organization: Each quarter will include a focus on grammar, word study, research, 
communication, reading, writing, and study skills.  Students will be expected to participate in large 
group discussions, Socratic seminars, small group work, independent research and study, and 
student presentations.  Assignments may include timed writing, formal essays, speeches, seminars, 
debates, class discussions, non-fiction and fiction reading assignments, and multi-media projects.  

 
  VI. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedure 
 Grading Scale: 

Letter Grade   Numerical Average 
        A         90 - 100 

                     B         80 - 89 
        C         70 - 79 
        D         60 - 69 
        F                     Below 60 

 Grades for each nine weeks period will be determined using a point system whereby students will be 
awarded points  for daily work, major tests, compositions, and projects.   Each nine weeks students will 
have the opportunity to  earn approximately 300 points.  The point value of each assignment will be 
weighted according to difficulty and  time invested.  Point values will be communicated to students when 
assignments are given.  The number of points awarded for each assignment will be determined based on a 
set of predetermined criteria.  At the end of each nine  weeks points will be converted to percentages in 
order to determine letter grades. For example: 
                        235/300 points = 78% (C)  
                                                             285/300 points = 95% (A) 
 Students will be given homework assignments regularly.  The majority of homework required for this 
course will be reading.  Written assignments will not always be given, but they will be checked, graded, 
and reviewed when assigned. Pop quizzes may be used as a means of checking reading assignments.  All 
formal compositions must be typed. 
  
Students are responsible for keeping up with assignments and turning them in on time. Students are 
 expected to  listen carefully to instructions for class work and to write down instructions for out-of-class 
work.  We encourage students to maintain a calendar for homework assignments, tests, and essays.  Dates 
for tests, essays, and projects will  be posted well in advance on the board in the classroom and on the 
teacher’s website.  It is the responsibility of the student to note these dates and to turn in his/her work 
promptly.  Adjustments will be made in assignments as  circumstances dictate; students will be notified of 
adjustments during class. 
  
 Late work will be accepted in the case of an excused absence; absences are excused only through the 
attendance  office. When you return from one day’s excused absence, you are expected to turn in the 
missed work the class period you return.  If you are absent for two or more excused days, you must 
complete all make-up work within five school days (not class periods).  It is your responsibility to ask 
about missed assignments. 



  
 In the case of major projects and essays, late work will be penalized 10 points per consecutive school day 
for up to   4 days.  If an assignment is turned in one consecutive school day late, it will be graded out of 
90% of the total  points possible; two days late will be graded out of 80%, three days out of 70% and 4 
days out of 60%.  Late  assignments will not be accepted after the fourth consecutive school day 
following the original due date. 
 
 
End of Course Exam:  The English I End of Course Exam is state mandated and will be given at the end 
of the year.  The test will count 20% of the students’ OVERALL course grade for the year.  Please consult 
the South Carolina State Department of Education’s website for more information: 
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/41/. 
 

VI.  Major curricular topics for the year: (Please note that all plans will be monitored and adjusted 
based on students’ needs.) 

 
Unit 1: Short Stories Unit 4: Romeo and Juliet 
           EOC practice EOC practice 
           Stems and vocabulary workshop Stems and vocabulary workshop 
Unit 2: To Kill a Mockingbird Unit 5: Odyssey 
           EOC practice                                                                     EOC practice 
           Stems and vocabulary workshop                                     Stems and vocabulary workshop 
Unit 3: Informational text Unit 6: EOC Review 
             Research process 
             EOC practice 
             Stems and vocabulary workshop 
 
Exam exemption is offered for students who have excellent attendance. Eligibility criteria and 
procedures are provided in the student handbook and in class meetings. For those students 
choosing an exemption, student's exam grade will be entered as the average of the two nine 
weeks grades.  
 

VII. Absences and Make-Up Policies:  Students will be permitted to make-up work missed due to 
an absence. If the student misses 1 day, the make-up work must be completed within 2 school days. 
If the student misses 2 or more consecutive days, the make-up work must be completed with 5 
school days. If circumstances dictate that the material which had been missed requires more time to 
be made up, the teacher will have the discretion to extend the deadline.  

 
Students who miss a test, quiz, or other class work due to an absence will need to make up the work 
after school or at a time agreed upon with the teacher within five days of returning to school.  If at 
all possible, a test or other major assignment missed due to a prearranged absence should be 
completed before the absence occurs.  
 
Students are strongly encouraged to record all assignments, dates, and grades.  Absent students are 
expected to contact the teacher or a classmate to collect the assignments they miss.  Ultimately, it is 
the student’s responsibility to ensure that all work, especially assignments missed due to an 
absence, is completed in a timely manner. 

 

https://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/41/


VIII. Academic Assistance: Academic Assistance is available Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays from 3:40 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Additionally, students may use the time provided during 
the school day, extended learning time, on Tuesdays  and Thursdays from   11:28 - 11:57 to receive 
academic assistance. 

 
IX. Classroom Management Plan / Classroom Expectations  

a. Classroom Rules: 
● Be Polite—treat others with kindness and respect. Talk only with permission. Keep your 

hands, feet, and other objects to yourself. 
● Be Prompt—be in your seat on time. Go to and from the class quickly and quietly. Wait 

to be dismissed by teacher.  
● Be Prepared—come to class prepared everyday with all materials. Sharpen your pencil 

before class begins.  Wait until the end of class to throw away waste paper. 
● Be Productive—listen and follow all directions given by your teacher the first time. 

Participate in all class activities.  Do your own work and try your best.  
● Be Professional—respect school property and the property of others. Observe all school 

rules as indicated in the student handbook.  Food or drink is only allowed with 
permission. All grooming should be done in the restroom. 

 
b. Consequences:  For students who choose to not follow the rules, the following 

consequences may apply (not necessarily in this order):  verbal warning, conference with 
student, change of seat, parent contact, and/or detention.  Severe or chronic misbehavior 
will result in an automatic detention or referral to administrator. 
 

c. Chromebook/electronic device expectations:  
1. You are expected to have your Chromebook in class on a daily basis.  
2. Chromebook should be charged.  Students who do not have a charged Chromebook in class 
may be referred to their administrator for disciplinary action.  Please make sure you have your 
Chromebook every day.  
3. Electronic devices (cell phone, iPad, Chromebook, laptop) are not to be seen or heard in class 
unless directed by teacher for  instructional  use. 
4. Electronic devices must remain in your book bag and kept underneath your desk when they 
are not being used for instruction.  

 
d. Parent Contact:  You may contact me anytime you have questions, concerns, or would 

like to set up a conference by e-mail (preferred) at or by phone at.  
 

e. Student Progress Reports:  Parents can monitor students’ progress by accessing Parent 
Portal on the IHS webpage: http://www.lexrich5.org/schools.cfm?subpage=41693.  Please 
contact the school for access codes and additional information.  

 
f. Class Webpage:  The class webpage will include homework due dates and other important 

dates to remember, study guides and notes, and links to several enrichment websites and 
activities.  To access the class webpage go to: www.lexrich5.org/scasey 

 
X. Honor Code: In order to foster an environment of mutual trust & respect, we believe, within the 

community of School District 5 of Lexington & Richland counties, each individual should accept 
the personal responsibility to exhibit & promote academic & social integrity. The Academic 

http://www.lexrich5.org/schools.cfm?subpage=41693


Honesty Policy is being implemented to ensure that students submit credible work that is evident of 
their content mastery. Students should be totally honest in their dealings with others. They should 
complete their own work and be evaluated based upon its originality. They should avoid academic 
dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms, including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, 
cheating, and other academic misconduct. If a student is caught cheating, copying work, or 
plagiarizing, he or she will receive a ZERO for that assignment. 

 


